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US Government
Mrs. Sharon Singer, room A113

407-4108

Ironwood Ridge High School

2475 W. Naranja Dr.

Tucson, AZ 85742

Welcome! I have been teaching here at Ironwood Ridge since 2003. I am certified 7-12 in History and Government and have a Masters degree in Education. 
Course Description:

This course will examine fundamental principles and structure of American national and state governments and civic responsibilities. The political behavior of the American people as well as their government officials will be discussed in the context of contemporary issues. This course will also explore the impact of mass media on public opinion.

All lessons are aligned to Arizona State Social Studies Standards (available on line).

Course Activities:
A variety of activities will be used during the year, which will include; group projects, discussions, lectures, presentations, videos and essays. Reading the news on line is expected. To become an informed citizen one must keep up with the news.
Textbook: Our text for this class is “United States Government Our Democracy”

Notebook: Each student is required to keep a 3-ring binder (or notebook) with notebook paper. It will contain class notes, bell work, and selected assignments.

Writing Materials: Please bring a blue/black pen or pencil to class daily. No gel pens or color pens are allowed. You will be using color pencils for some work. 

Assignments: All assignments need to be turned in when due. I accept NO late work.

· Make-up work will be accepted if you have an EXCUSED ABSENCE according to school policy (see student handbook).

· Anytime a student is absent; it is their responsibility to check the assignment calendar and a classmate to find out exactly what was missed. 

· I will NOT accept (grade) any work without a student’s name on it. I adhere to a strict no name= no grade policy.

Writing Standards

Each student is required to adhere to certain writing standards.

· Any plagiarized work will receive a zero for the grade. Copying a “friend’s” work is plagiarism. Please do your own work. 

· All words must be spelled correctly. There are dictionaries in the room. Use them!

· All questions must be answered in complete sentences (unless otherwise instructed).

· All work must be legible. This means that anyone who attempts to read it would have no difficulty doing so. Blue or black pen or pencil only.

· All work should be final draft form. Work cannot be turned in on scrap paper. No paper with drawings or rips will be accepted for grading.

Take pride in your work and it will be graded. If it looks as though you do not care; why should I? 

 Procedures and Behavioral Expectations:

You are required to be aware of the school guidelines listed in the Ironwood Ridge student handbook. Students in our class, are NOT ALLOWED TO WEAR (or have showing) anything i.e. T-shirts, hats, glasses, etc.) that promotes one political party/candidate over another. Remember that the responsibility for learning rests with you the student. Be on time! If you have an emergency come check in with me first. If you are late, sign your name in the tardy book and put your pass on the spindle. Proceed to your desk without disrupting anyone else. Homework is turned in at the beginning of class. Begin your bell work immediately. 

· Be responsible! Come to class prepared to learn with all the necessary materials. Follow instructions the first time and participate in class. 

· Be respectful! Respect the teacher, your classmates, all class materials and respect yourself. Only school appropriate language and no putdowns of any kind. This includes respecting any substitute teacher in our classroom.

· Keep all food and drinks out of the classroom. Water bottles are allowed.

· No grooming; no hair brushing or make-up applying in class!

ALL CELL PHONES MUST BE TURNED OFF OR SILENT (NOT PUT ON VIBRATE) and placed in the cell phone holder by the door. NO TEXTING ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM EVER!!!!!
Rewards and Consequences: Rewards include: self-satisfaction, verbal praise, and music during work time; if you are using your phone for music the no texting rule applies.
Consequences include: friendly reminder/warning, teacher-student conference, class removal, detention, phone call home, and referral.

Grading Scale:

Grades will be given on a total point basis (total points accumulated out of the total points possible). The scale for grading is as follows:

A= 90 -100%

B= 80 -89%

C= 70 –79%

D= 60-69%

F= 0 –59%

You must maintain a minimum of 60% in order to receive credit for the course.

Tutoring/office Hours:

There is tutoring available after school and I am available during advisory time. Students are expected to use advisory time or office hours to make up missing work or tests immediately following an absence. This is the only time I will discuss an individual’s grade with them and sign any grade report sheets
Communication: All grades are available on line 
I welcome and enjoy communicating with students and parents/guardians about the class and student progress. If I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me at ssinger@amphi.com and I will get back to you as soon as possible.

I truly believe that every student wants to learn and that every student should feel successful in one way or another. The goal for our classroom community is to maintain a positive, healthy learning environment where we are all motivated to learn, participate, and enjoy lessons throughout the year.

Sharon Singer
To ensure that parents/guardians and students are aware of the guidelines and expectations for this class, please sign, date and return this page only, with your student. By signing this paper, parents and students are aware that the FINAL GRADE the student receives will be one that the student EARNED by completing and turning in all work due (on time),   studying for all exams given in the US Government class, and participating in all class activities. Since it is an EARNED grade, it is not a grade that can be negotiated at the end of the semester. You understand I cannot be asked to “round up” an earned grade. Students will be tested on the information found in this syllabus. I appreciate your time and cooperation.
Student Name and class period –

 Please Print:_______________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________

Date:_________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________________

Date:_________________________
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